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DETAILED ACTION 

• This office action is responsive to the following communication: 
Amendment filed on 06/15/2009. 

• Claims 1-14, 25-29 are currently pending in the application. 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14, 25-29 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 8-12, 14, 25, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Guillemin (US 7,447,764). 



Regarding claim 1, Guillemin '764 discloses a print auditing network (10, fig. 1), 
comprising: 

a client (Host device 1 8, fig. 1 ) that originates a print job for printing (i.e., a 
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plurality of job requests from the host devices, receiving, by the peripheral device; see 
Abstract), the print job including parametric data associated with the print job (i.e., the 
processing circuitry receives and accesses a job request and a respective identifier from 
the host device; Col. 9, lines 25-30); 

a printer (Peripheral device 12, fig. 1) in data communication with the client (Fig. 
1) that is employed to print the print job (i.e., a peripheral device configured to perform 
job operations with respect to a plurality of host devices comprises communications 
circuitry adapted to couple with a plurality of different host devices; Col. 1 , lines 45-55), 
the print job being transmitted from the client to the printer (i.e., a plurality of job 
requests to initiate performing of job operations with respect to the host devices; Col. 1, 
lines 54-56); 

a print job aggregator (Monitoring device 16, fig. 1) in data communication with 
the client and the printer (i.e., the host devices 18, the peripheral device 12, and the 
monitoring devices 16 are all coupled to a common network; Col. 10, lines 30-35, fig. 1); 
a client agent (i.e., CPU) executed in the client to provide a first report (i.e., the 
processing circuitry 34 of Monitoring device 16 receives and accesses a job request and 
a respective identifier from the host device; col. 9, lines 25-45 and col. 8, lines 40-50, 
column 10, lines 35-40) of the parametric data associated with the print job to the print 
job aggregator (the processing circuitry 34 communicates the job estimation to the host 
device requesting the services; col. 9, lines 40-50); 

a print agent (Processing Circuitry 24, fig. 2) executed in the printer to provide a 
second report of the parametric data associated with the print job (processing circuitry 
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24 may monitor the number of compact disks written to, a number of pages transmitted 
by facsimile, a number of sheets copied, a number of sheets scanned, etc; see col. 7, 
lines 1 2-1 7) to the print job aggregator after the print job is finished printing (processing 
circuitry 24 is arranged to formulate a plurality of messages relative to the performing of 
the operations: by peripheral device 12. The generated messages are provided in a 
format for appropriate communication to monitoring device 16; see col. 7, lines 17-25 
and col. 8, lines 18-35), where the print job aggregator stores the first and second 
reports of the parametric data in a memory (i.e., executable code within memory 36; see 
col. 8, lines 24-30 and col. 9, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Guillemin '764 discloses the print auditing network (10, fig. 1), 
wherein the parametric data is included in a header associated with the print job (i.e., 
host devices 18 may be arranged to provide appropriate identifiers within header 
information of respective print jobs; col. 6, lines 10-15). 

Regarding claim 4, claim 4 has been analyzed and rejected w/r to claim 3 above. 

Regarding claim 5, Guillemin '764 discloses the print auditing network (1 0, fig. 1 ), 
wherein a globally unique identifier is associated with each of the first, second, and third 
reports of the parametric data (unique identifiers which identify in the communicating 
devices in the network 14, col. 5, lines 60-67 and col. 6, lines 1-10) and the globally 
unique identifier is the same in the first, second and third reports (the host devices 18, 
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the peripheral device 12, and the monitoring devices 16 are all coupled to a common 
network, such as the Internet. Therefore, unique identifiers include internet protocol (IP) 
addresses of respective devices should be the same to generates reports for the 
appropriate entities; see col. 5, lines 60-67 and col. 8, lines 20-30). 

Regarding claim 8, claim 8 is the method claim of device claim 1 . Therefore, 
method claim 8 is rejected for the reason given in device claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 9, Guillemin 764 discloses the method (10, fig. 1), further 
comprising updating the parametric data of the print job in the printer during printing 
(Processing circuitry 34 may compile and process received messages from peripheral 
devices 12 with respect to host devices 18 to generate reports for the appropriate 
entities such as number of pages printed are updating every time printed; see col. 8, 
lines 25-40). 

Regarding claims 10,11,12, claims 1 0, 1 1 , 1 2 are the method claims of device 
claims 2, 3, 5, respectively. Therefore, method claims 10, 11, 12 are rejected for the 
reason given in device claims 2, 3, 5. 

Regarding claim 25, Guillemin '764 discloses a print auditing network (10, fig. 1), 
comprising: 

a client (Host device 1 8, fig. 1 ) that originates a print job for printing (i.e., a 
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plurality of job requests from the host devices, receiving, by the peripheral device; see 
Abstract), the print job including parametric data associated with the print job (i.e., the 
processing circuitry receives and accesses a job request and a respective identifier from 
the host device; Col. 9, lines 25-30); 

a printer (Peripheral device 12, fig. 1) in data communication with the client (Fig. 
1) that is employed to print the print job (i.e., a peripheral device configured to perform 
job operations with respect to a plurality of host devices comprises communications 
circuitry adapted to couple with a plurality of different host devices; Col. 1 , lines 45-55), 
the print job being transmitted from the client to the printer (i.e., a plurality of job 
requests to initiate performing of job operations with respect to the host devices; Col. 1, 
lines 54-56); 

a print job aggregator (Monitoring device 16, fig. 1) in data communication with 
the client and the printer (i.e., the host devices 18, the peripheral device 12, and the 
monitoring devices 16 are all coupled to a common network; Col. 10, lines 30-35, fig. 1); 

means (i.e., CPU) in the client for providing a first report (i.e., the processing 
circuitry 34 of Monitoring device 16 receives and accesses a job request and a 
respective identifier from the host device; col. 9, lines 25-45 and col. 8, lines 40-50) of 
the parametric data associated with the print job to the print job aggregator (the 
processing circuitry 34 communicates the job estimation to the host device requesting 
the services; col. 9, lines 40-50; column 10, lines 35-40); 

means (Processing Circuitry 24, fig. 2) in the printer for providing a second report 
of the parametric data associated with the print job (processing circuitry 24 may monitor 
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the number of compact disks written to, a number of pages transmitted by facsimile, a 
number of sheets copied, a number of sheets scanned, etc; see col. 7, lines 1 2-1 7) to 
the print job aggregator after the print job is finished printing (processing circuitry 24 is 
arranged to formulate a plurality of messages relative to the performing of the 
operations: by peripheral device 12. The generated messages are provided in a format 
for appropriate communication to monitoring device 16; see col. 7, lines 17-25 and col. 
8, lines 18-35), where the print job aggregator stores the first and second reports of the 
parametric data in a memory (i.e., executable code within memory 36; see col. 8, lines 
24-30 and col. 9, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 27, Guillemin '764 discloses the print auditing network (10, fig. 
1), wherein the parametric data is included in a header associated with the print job (i.e., 
host devices 18 may be arranged to provide appropriate identifiers within header 
information of respective print jobs; col. 6, lines 10-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 26, 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Guillemin (US 7,447,764) in view of Kuroyanagi (US 6,597,469). 
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Regarding claim 2, Guillemin '764 does not explicitly show the print auditing 
network, further comprising: a print server in data communication with the client, the 
printer and the print job aggregator; and a print server agent executed in the print 
server to provide a third report of the parametric data associated with the print job to the 
print job aggregator. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Kuroyanagi '469. In particular, Kuroyanagi '469 teaches the print auditing 
network (Fig. 1 ), further comprising: 

a print server (100, fig. 1) in data communication (Network 10, fig. 1) with the 
client (20, fig. 1), the printer (200, fig. 1) and the print job aggregator (300, fig. 1); 

a print server agent (i.e., CPU) executed in the print server to provide a third 
report of the parametric data associated with the print job to the print job aggregator 
(i.e., print server 100 is in data communication with the manage server 300; see col. 8, 
lines 50-55 and col. 9, lines 1-15). 

In view of the above, having the system of Guillemin and then given the well- 
established teaching of Kuroyanagi, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Guillemin 
as taught by Kuroyanagi to include: the print auditing network, further comprising: a print 
server in data communication with the client, the printer and the print job aggregator; 
and a print server agent executed in the print server to provide a third report of the 
parametric data associated with the print job to the print job aggregator, since 
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Kuroyanagi stated in col. 1, lines 40-50 that such a modification would ensure a network 
is provided with a print server which receives from the network a print job requested by 
each client assigned beforehand a specific print job management number. The print 
server instructs the composite function apparatus to output the received print job, and 
the print server itself manages the number of print outputs of the print job in 
correspondence with the client print job management number. 

Regarding claim 26, Guillemin 764 does not explicitly show the print auditing 
network, further comprising: 

a print server in data communication with the client, the printer and the print job 
aggregator; and means in the print server for providing a third report of the parametric 
data associated with the print job to the print job aggregator. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Kuroyanagi '469. In particular, Kuroyanagi '469 teaches the print auditing 
network (Fig. 1), further comprising: 

a print server (100, fig. 1) in data communication (Network 10, fig. 1) with the 
client (20, fig. 1), the printer (200, fig. 1) and the print job aggregator (300, fig. 1); 

means (i.e., CPU) in the print server for providing a third report of the parametric 
data associated with the print job to the print job aggregator (i.e., print server 100 is in 
data communication with the manage server 300; see col. 8, lines 50-55 and col. 9, 
lines 1-15). 
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In view of the above, having the system of Guillemin and then given the well- 
established teaching of Kuroyanagi, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Guillemin 
as taught by Kuroyanagi to include: a print server in data communication with the client, 
the printer and the print job aggregator; and means in the print server for providing a 
third report of the parametric data associated with the print job to the print job 
aggregator, since Kuroyanagi stated in col. 1, lines 40-50 that such a modification would 
ensure a network is provided with a print server which receives from the network a print 
job requested by each client assigned beforehand a specific print job management 
number. The print server instructs the composite function apparatus to output the 
received print job, and the print server itself manages the number of print outputs of the 
print job in correspondence with the client print job management number. 

Regarding claim 28, claim 28 has been analyzed and rejected w/r to claim 27 

above. 

Regarding claim 29, Guillemin '764 discloses the print auditing network (10, fig. 
1), wherein a globally unique identifier is associated with each of the first, second, and 
third reports of the parametric data (unique identifiers which identify in the 
communicating devices in the network 14, col. 5, lines 60-67 and col. 6, lines 1-10) and 
the globally unique identifier is the same in the first, second and third reports (the host 
devices 18, the peripheral device 12, and the monitoring devices 16 are all coupled to a 
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common network, such as the Internet. Therefore, unique identifiers include internet 
protocol (IP) addresses of respective devices should be the same to generates reports 
for the appropriate entities; see col. 5, lines 60-67 and col. 8, lines 20-30). 

6. Claims 6-7, 13-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 6, the prior art of the record fails to show the print auditing 
network, wherein: 

the client agent provides the first report of the parametric data to the print job 
aggregator by transmitting a copy of the header of the print job to the print job 
aggregator before the print job is transmitted from the client to the print server; 

the print server agent provides the third report of the parametric data to the print 
job aggregator by transmitting a copy of the header to the print job aggregator before 
the print job is transmitted to the printer; 

the printer agent provides the second report of the parametric data to the 
print job aggregator by transmitting the header to the print job aggregator after the print 
job is finished printing. 
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Regarding claim 7, the claim is allowable for the reasons given in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 13, the prior art of the record fails to show the method, wherein: 

the transmitting of the first report of the parametric data from the client to the print 
job aggregator further comprises transmitting a copy of the header of the print job from 
the client to the print job aggregator; and 

the transmitting of the third report of the parametric data from the print server to 
the print job aggregator further comprises transmitting a copy of the header of the print 
job from the print server to the print job aggregator; and 

the transmitting of the second report of the parametric data from the printer to the 
print job aggregator further comprises transmitting a copy of the header of the print job 
to the print job aggregator. 

Regarding claim 1 4, the claim is allowable for the reasons given in claim 1 3. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Mizuki (US 5,623,675) discloses printing system, and method of receiving and 
processing interrupt request in printer. 

Hirakawa et al. (US 2002/0141776) discloses a digital copier capable of 
accepting a print job from another terminal through a network. 
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Leiman et al. (US 7,072,067) discloses sending the print jobs from the source 
computers to a print server and sending the print jobs from the print server to output 
managers connected to the printers. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen H. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1229. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, KING Y. POON can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



/Allen H. Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



